
Dear Parents and Carers, 

This week children have continued to focus on their personal achievements. They reflected on the 

targets which they set at the start of the Autumn Term and what progress they had made towards 

their target.  

During my visits to classrooms this week, I have encouraged children to 

tell me what they are doing well and what they need to next to improve 

further. Children are able to articulate what they are learning, why they 

are learning and what they need to do to be successful. Thank you to 

Reception St David’s Class who taught me how to make a model of the 

Gruffalo and who were also able to describe the features of the 

Gruffalo. Well done also to those children who are developing their 

writing and accessing the writing area. 

Once again we welcomed many parent and carers to our half termly 

Open Classrooms. It was great to hear the children share their learning 

enthusiastically with their parents. Thank you to parents and carers for 

your positive feedback about how much you value this time with your 

child.  

Thank you also to Fr. David for supporting RE learning in Year four and 

Year Two this week. 
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Year 6 Victorian Day 

As soon as the bell was rung, 1891 began for us. A Victorian teacher came in and showed us what it 

was like for the school children. She acted it out and we had to follow all the rules: hands off the 

desks, no fidgeting allowed, a child should be seen not heard, only speak if spoken to and especially 

no talking.  

There are punishments today like sit in the corner and write a letter to the teacher, but not nearly as 

bad as in Victorian times: the children would have things thrown at them and got hit with things. 

Here are some of the punishments the children would get for sometimes no reason at all: wear the 

dunce’s hat for sometimes over 20 minutes, have the back straightener (a wooden stick to make you 

sit up in class), get the cane (a very painful whack, the girls got it on the hand and the boys got it on 

what was known as the sit-upon), the most common was a long telling off, often leaving the child in 

tears.  

Today, teachers wouldn’t even dream of punishing their children like this but today we got a taste of 

what it would have been like for the Victorian children. We also got to dress up in Victorian outfits to 

set the scene a bit more. It was a very nice thing to do when learning about the Victorians.  

(Emma Small, Year 6) 

We learnt the ‘Three Rs’ reading, writing and arithmetic. In reading, we read out a poem; in writing, 

we practised Victorian style handwriting; in arithmetic, we did calculations in pounds, shillings and 

pence.  

(Luca Lo Russo, Year 6)  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Cuthbert Mayne Maths Day 

 

Wednesday, 10th January was our school Maths Day. The children enjoyed a variety of activities 

related to their number for the day. The numbers ranged from 12 in Reception to 8,420,962.666 in 

Year 6. Throughout the day, children explored the mathematical properties of their number, finding 

number facts related to the number. To help children understand that numbers are part of every 

aspect of life, all children completed a writing activity based on their number. In some classes, this 

was reading stories about the number and in others it was children writing about the number in a 

story. Children in every class produced a piece of creative work based on the number, with an 

amazing array of representations of different numbers produced. Children have represented the 

number in the form of different animals, in 3D, in any way that they could think of.  

The children said “It was very exhilarating because we planned an exciting story about our number 

and we drew pictures with the number hidden in the picture” Margot (Year 6) “It helps you 

remember your learning and we made mosaics with 168 pieces.” Cloe (Year 3)  

 

 

         



Reception Admissions 2018 Applications now closed 

Late applications may still be considered. Please contact the school office for further information.  

Extended Provision 

Just to remind you that in response to parent enquiries, we are looking into the viability of 

establishing before and after school childcare. The first step in this process is consulation with 

parents to establish need. Please can you access the survey below and complete on line by Friday  

2nd February. I hope that all parents will complete the survey to enable us to get a true picture of 

parent need for childcare both before and after school. Once we have the results of the survey, I will 

be able to update you on the next stages.  

 www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/XXCGMB6 

Parent Governor Elections. Update   

The nominations for this are now closed. We will inform you of the result of the ballot once we 

have the results. Thank you to everyone who returned their ballot paper.  

School Website 

Our school website is celebrating its first birthday 

this month. We continue to develop it and 

update it to ensure that parents have access to 

the latest information. Please let us know if you 

would like other information included. Also, 

please can I encourage you to click on the link to 

access the Parent View Website and complete 

the online questionnaire. 

Safeguarding Update and a Polite Reminder 

Thank you to everyone for supporting our Safeguarding procedures and ensuring the safety of our 

children. Please can I remind all visitors to the school to sign in and wear their visitor’s badge. All 

visits to the school must be made by previous appointment. I understand that on occasions you 

may need to meet with a member of staff urgently and where possible we try to facilitate this. 

However, teachers are not able to meet with parents before school or during the school day as 

they are teaching their classes.  

http://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/XXCGMB6


Attendance 

figures for  w.e. 

19.01.18 

School Target 

96.5% 

 

Well done to Year 

4 and Year 5 for the 

highest attendance 

last week 

Diary Dates  

 

JANUARY 

25th 12 noon Parent Governor Ballot closes 

 

FEBRUARY 

1st 2-3pm Headteacher’s Open Door drop in for 

parents 

2nd Anti-bullying performance theatre 

company visit 

6th February INTERNET SAFETY DAY 

7th 2-3pm Headteacher’s Open Door drop in 

for parents 

8th 2pm Parent Forum 3 

9th INSET  Day (Maths)  

12th-16th HALF TERM SCHOOL CLOSED 

22nd 2-3pm Headteacher’s Open Door drop in 

for parents 

 

MARCH 

1st 2-3pm HT Open Door drop in for parents 

2nd The Friends’ Quiz Evening 

8th 2-3pm HT Open Door drop in for parents 

9th– 18th National Science Week 

9th School Science Day 

14th 3.15-4.00pm  Open Classrooms 

15th 2-3pm HT Open Door drop in for parents 

19th Class photographs 

20th 4.30-7.00pm Parents’ Evening  

22nd 4.00-6.30 Parents’ Evening 

26th start of  Holy Week 

29th Last day of Spring Term 3.15pm  Finish 

 

Thank you for your continued support.  

 

 

Mrs Natalie McCarthy 

Headteacher 

Class % 

Reception 98.1% 

Year 1              98.6% 

Year 2              97.3% 

Year 3              97.5% 

Year 4              100% 

Year 5              100% 

Year 6              99.2% 

Whole School 98.6% 

 

Antibullying and raising awareness 

Firehorse Productions will be presenting ‘The B 

Word’ to pupils in Years Two to Six on 2nd Feb-

ruary. This production will provide the overrid-

ing message that bullying must not be tolerat-

ed, that no one should suffer in silence and 

speaking out is crucial. The production also 

helps to tackle cyber bullying and treating peo-

ple with respect. Please ensure that you have 

returned the consent form and paid on line at 

Scopay to enable this excellent production to 

go ahead.  


