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A happy and holy Christmas to all our readers
Bishop Richard 
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The Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy was closed in our diocese on 13 November when the Holy Doors in Arundel
Cathedral, Weybridge, West Grinstead and Mayfield were closed. Bishop Richard is pictured closing the Holy
Door in the Cathedral, and at the altar which was decorated with poppy wreaths as it was also Remembrance Sun-
day. In his homily the bishop concluded with ‘the Door of Mercy must never close’.

Story and picture: David White

IT IS ONLY A MATTER OF WEEKS SINCE THE CLOSE OF
THE JUBILEE OF MERCY and while the Jubilee Year may be

over, the Door of Mercy, opened for us by the Birth of the Sav-
iour, will always be open.  
Jesus was born in a world that was, in many ways, like our

own. The ravages of war and occupation, the presence of the
refugee and disposed, were realities then as they are today. There
are countless numbers across our world for whom this Christmas
will be a time of desolation, fear and loss. Let us be open to them
in our prayer and in our efforts to welcome those who have fled
their homeland as refugees.  
The Christ-child is Immanuel – God-with-us.  His Gospel calls

us to be His presence in the world.  May care for the lonely and
housebound, the sick and suffering, the homeless and the prisoner
be the measure of our celebration of the Lord’s Birth. May this
Christmas be a time when we are instruments of the Father’s
Mercy to all.
I take this opportunity to offer a particular word of thanks to

Pauline Groves, who puts aside her editor’s pen as she retires after
many years work for A&B News. The Diocese owes her a great
expression of thanks for all she has done to spread the Good News
and the life and work of the Diocese. Thank you, Pauline, from
everyone in our Diocesan Family.
With every Blessing for you all in this wonderful Season of

Christmas.

Christmas Message from Bishop Richard

HOME DELIVERY
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RYDESHILL
Preparatory School and Nursery

Highest rating in every category
in latest Inspection

An excep�onal Independent
Catholic School where children

flourish and thrive.

Girls 3 to 11 and boys 3 to 7 years.

www.rydeshill.com

Outstanding

Nurturing
Happy

Cranmore School
Independent Preparatory School
for girls and boys 2 ½ - 13

Taster activities for Reception  
entry September 2017

1.30pm - 3.00pm

Paint, Play, Party!

Friday 27th January 2017

Contact Admissions Dept. to register a place

www.cranmoreprep.co.uk01483 280340
West Horsley, Surrey KT24 6ATadmissions@cranmoreprep.co.uk

�

Sacred Heart School 
and Nursery  

 

Boys and girls aged 3 to 11 

Please call to arrange a visit 

Tel 01892 783414  

www.sacredheartwadhurst.org.uk 

Open Morning 
Friday 20 January 

CCoobbddeenn RRooaadd
WWoorrtthhiinngg
BBNN1111 44BBDD

TTeelleepphhoonnee 0011990033 223344111155
wwwwww..ssttmmaarryysswwoorrtthhiinngg..oorrgg..uukk

01428 683639  registrar@barrowhills.org

A D  M A J O R A  P A R A M U R

Roke Lane, Witley, Surrey Gu8 5NY

www.barrowhills.org.uk

AFTER SUCH A SUCCESSFUL GRANDPARENTS WEEK LAST YEAR St Mary’s Port-
slade were really excited to invite them in again this year on Friday 30 September.  After a

beautiful Mass led by Fr Alistair Simmons and refreshments for the grandparents they then joined
the children in class for a whole range of activities which were thoroughly enjoyed by all.  Grand-
parents helped out with all sorts of things - from building a bug hotel in the garden to program-
ming on the iPads!  We feel so blessed to have such a supportive community surrounding the
school and Parish!  Year 4 continued the community spirit by visiting a local Care Home.  They
had the opportunity to talk about their lives and when they were younger, and the children en-
joyed reciting poetry and singing songs to delighted residents.  After such a successful trip we are
planning another visit towards Christmas to sing carols. 

Rosy Lloyd

ST WILFRID’S SCHOOL, ANGMERING HELD A GRANDPARENT'S ASSEMBLY at-
tended by Deacon Allen Veness. 

We had more than fifty grandparents who stayed for coffee toured the school with their grandchil-
dren and then helped us to paint furniture for our outdoor area! 

Carol Owers

Grandparents’ Week celebrated at
Schools throughout the Diocese

St Mary’s Catholic Primary School, Portslade

St Wilfrid’s Catholic Primary School, AngmeringWE  WOULD 
LIKE TO THANK 
THE SCHOOLS 

ON THIS PAGE FOR
SUPPORTING THE

PAPER 

Entrance Exams
Wednesday 18th January

Catholic boarding and day school
700 acres in Surrey countryside
Flexi boarding available
5 minutes from M25 Junction 6
100% ‘excellent’ in every category
ISI Inspection Report 2012

Open Mornings
6 May & 10 June 2017
By appointment only, please call the Registrar

T: 01883 654206 
woldinghamschool.co.uk
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The Gift and Role of Grandparents is Recognised and Honoured 
St Paul’s Catholic Primary School, Thames Ditton

ST. PAUL’S, THAMES DITTON decided to mark the occasion by inviting Grandparents into
school for a morning. The event saw in excess of 100 Grandparents take the time out of their

day to spend with their Grandchildren. It was an opportunity for them to engage in the lessons,
speak with the children and share their own wisdom. The children delighted in asking about the
past, learning about what school was like for them and hearing countless exciting stories. The
morning was a wonderful celebration of the impact Grandparents have in our lives and how lucky
we are to be able to welcome them further into our school community.

Rebecca Neilson, Head of RE

St Edmund’s Catholic Primary School, Godalming

ST EDMUND’S WELCOMED MANY, MANY GRANDPARENTS INTO SCHOOL for the af-
ternoon. We thought about those grandparents who had a long journey or those who had just

come across the road, those for which it was the first time in school or those who are here every day!
We also remembered the grandparents who couldn’t be with us - those who could not travel, those
who lived far away, those who were sick either at home or in hospital, and those who are with God
in heaven.  The children entertained our visitors with songs and poems from each class. Afterwards
the grandparents enjoyed refreshments of tea, cakes and scones. It was a lovely afternoon.

St Cuthbert Mayne Catholic Primary School, Cranleigh

THE CHILDREN OF ST CUTHBERT MAYNE CATHOLIC PRIMARY
SCHOOL in Cranleigh had a unique way to celebrate Grandparents’

Week. They planned a splendid coffee morning for their Grans and Granddads
and used the opportunity to celebrate and salute the work of the Macmillan
nurses; a charity which the school holds close to their hearts. Over £600 was
raised from the sale of cupcakes, coffees and croissants, and each class enter-
tained the grandparents with songs, poems and reflections on the love they re-
ceive from these special people in their lives.   
Mrs Natalie McCarthy, the new Interim Head welcomed the Grandparents

by saying, ‘Our school  mission statement is to recognise the value and worth
of each individual and Grandparents Week gives all our children the opportu-
nity to salute our Grans and granddads, who enrich their lives and strengthen their faith.’

Natalie McCarthy

St Philip’s Catholic Primary School, Arundel

GRANDPARENTS OF CHILDREN AT ST PHILIP’S, ARUNDEL were invited to come into the
school for afternoon tea. We were overwhelmed by such a huge response from so many kind

and supportive grandparents. Children from all year groups got the opportunity to share a cake and
juice and talk to their special guests.  As the school hall filled with chatter, you could feel the special
relationship that each and every child has with their grandparent and it was a lovely opportunity to
welcome them into our school environment and share in our school community.   Grandparents play
such an important role in children's lives and are often looked up to for guidance and help - as well
as sometimes doing the school run!  We understand their importance and their imperative role of
keeping faith at the heart of the family and to pass on the traditions and values that we as a school
believe in so strongly. Thank you to everyone who attended the tea and especially to the parents who
helped to serve the teas and coffees.

Sydney Bridges Deputy Headteacher 

St Mary Magdalene Catholic Primary School, Bexhill-on-Sea

AS PART OF THE DIOCESAN CELEBRATION OF THE GIFT OF GRANDPARENTS, St
Mary Magdalene School invited grandparents to visit.

Each class celebrated a Liturgy in which the children wrote their own reflections and prayers about
their grandparents, including those who have died and those who live far away. Many grandparents
were moved by the prayerfulness of the Liturgies and the children’s beautiful singing.

A grandparent commented: ‘Thank you so much
for a wonderful, if a bit emotional, Grandpar-
ents’ morning. The children were a complete de-
light and I was proud of not only my grandson,
but all the children. Thank you so much. I was
relieved to hear later that I wasn’t the only
Grandparent who shed some tears!’
Following the Liturgy, the grandparents were
treated to a tour of the school led by the chil-
dren, and tea and biscuits in the school hall.
It was a delight to see so many grandparents in
school throughout the week, which demonstrated
how valuable their role is within their family and
how valued they are by the school community.
Another grandparent summed up their experi-

ence by saying: ‘What a lovely experience! The children were superstars; a total credit to their teach-
ers. We feel blessed that both our grandchildren are in such a wonderful, caring environment. Many
thanks.’

Angela Brennan

Because every life is unique

Inc. Ballard & Shortall

Crawley  01293 520 011  |  East Grinstead  01342 323 092
Forest Row  01342 822 120  |  Horley  01293 820 377
Horsham  01403 257 243  |  Ling�eld  01342 834 925

www.cpjfield.co.uk

…we are here to help you make your  
farewell as personal and individual as possible,  

and to support you in every way we can.

The A&B News is distributed monthlyThe A&B News is distributed monthly
to all Catholic Churches in to all Catholic Churches in 

Sussex and Surrey,Sussex and Surrey,
reaching 12,000 reaching 12,000 

households.households.

Adverts start at only £25. Adverts start at only £25. 
Contact Janet on 01440 730399 orContact Janet on 01440 730399 or

email janett@cathcom.orgemail janett@cathcom.org

CALLING
ALL 

HEADTEACHERS

If you are planning an
open day in 2016 or

have any staff
vacancies please

remember to
advertise these
in the paper.

Advert rates are very
reasonable and all

that is needed to book
is an 

email to 
janett@cathcom.org

or a phone call to
01440 730399

As the paper is
reliant on advertising

to fund this free
publication and only

ever promotes
adverts from Catholic

Schools, it does
heavily rely on

support from  schools
in the diocese.
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CREATION OF AFRICAN CHARITY INSPIRED BY TRAVEL
WRITER MICHAEL PALIN

So what actually happened to inspire
the creation of your charity?

In 2002 I watched the TV programme ‘Sa-
hara with Michael Palin’.  Despite being a
seasoned traveller, who had really enjoyed all
his previous travels, it seemed to me that his
journey around West Africa had been a chal-
lenge, which he was unlikely to want to re-
peat: nothing worked, everything and
everyone was late, the food was difficult and
there was the ever-present danger of disease.
Having watched it I turned to my husband and
said, ‘Heaven forbid that I should ever go to West Africa!’  I should
never have said that, for within three years the good Lord led me right
into the heart of West Africa and into an adventure that I could never

have imagined in a million years.

Gillie with some of the handicapped children

Not only is the capital’s name unpronounceable, but one is
not sure if any of our readers would know where your destiny
took you!

I, too, had never heard of Burkina Faso.  And yet, in 2005, I arrived in
Ouagadougou, the capital of Burkina Faso, in order to create a link of
friendship between Barrow Hills School (where I am the chaplain) and a
little primary school to the far east of Burkina Faso.  That done - and
over subsequent visits - it was impossible in what is one of the poorest
countries in the world to ignore the suffering of those at the bottom of
the pile: the disabled, girls and women.  And it was easy to see ways in
which it would be possible to change their lives with just a bit of cash,
well and wisely spent.  By 2007 and because of the interest which was
shown in my work by my friends and so many others, it became neces-
sary to register a charity: Les Amis - Burkina Faso.  Since then the char-
ity has built up a number of projects, which are delivering life-changing
help in a very direct way to some of the most needy people in the world.

What is the background to setting up the Yoann Foundation?

In Ouagadougou we set up the Yoann Foundation, named after a little
boy who was born with severe cerebral palsy.  Disability is seen as an
evil in that part of the world and children born disabled are likely to be
abandoned - along with their mothers - to a life of abject poverty and dif-
ficulty.  This is what had happened to Yoann and his mum: they had been
abandoned.  The Yoann Foundation delivers regular practical help to
those children and mothers.

The Yoann Foundation addresses the needs of the disabled,
but you are also keen to help girls and women. How do you
do that?

East of Ouagadougou we fund a refuge to which young girls can turn if
they have run away from a forced young marriage, a common problem
in West Africa.  At the refuge we house them, feed them and take care of
their every need.  More importantly we give them training in a number
of skills, which they can use to live independently.  You asked about the
age of these girls. There are some very young girls and, not only do we
look after them the way in which we support the older girls, we also send
them to school.

Do you only concentrate on activities which involve a num-
ber of people?

No, not at all.  While we do have these larger-scale projects, we pick
up on individuals who are suffering real difficulties in life because of in-
justice.  For instance, Abelle is a lovely young mum whose husband was
so abusive that she had to run away, taking her little girl with her.  She
was pregnant at the time and in due course gave birth to a son, who had
Down’s Syndrome. Her entire family blamed her having  run away for
the disability of her child, and disowned her.  I don’t often cry when I
travel around the country, but when I met Abelle for the first time - I
cried.  Since then we have given her help, which has got her back onto
her feet.  When I saw her again in February this year I could not believe
how much better her life is now, thanks to that help.

We started this conversation by saying
that Michael Palin’s programme was life-
changing for you. Have you told him so
and what changes has Les Amis actually
made to your life, especially as a chap-
lain?

It wasn’t really Michael Palin’s programme
which changed my life except in that God chal-
lenged me to go somewhere I declared I would
never go.  How has it changed my life?  In addi-
tion to my two jobs, I now have a charity to run,
and this takes time.  On top of that, we promise

our benefactors that every penny they give to us will be spent on some-
one in need, therefore the costs of running the charity falls to me.  In
concrete terms of how it has changed my life, my bank account has suf-
fered!  But it has been a wonderful experience to have got to know Burk-
ina Faso, and to have the honour of counting amongst my friends some
of the poorest people on the planet.

Abelle with her two children

You mention the challenge that God gave you. Is there an in-
cident you can recall when the good Lord played a hand in
the people you deal with?

Yes, there is an occasion which readily comes to mind. The pic-
ture is of Heloise, who is 13 years old.  The doctors told her
mother that, at seven months gestation, this child had died in her
womb - so they tried to remove it, but couldn’t. At full term they
removed Heloise by caesarean section only to find that she was
still alive, but disabled due to the medicine they had given to her
mother at seven months. God has given new life to this beautiful
child, and Les Amis is happy to help her mother with the difficul-
ties she will face.
Where are you when you read this account of Les Amis? Sit-

ting by the fireside, finishing off the remnants of the family
Christmas fayre? Perhaps feeling comfortable, feeling secure and
unchallenged?

Heloise

Ed: As we recall the Year of Mercy we all need to reflect on Gillie’s very
personal story and ask ourselves 

‘What can we do to help others less fortunate than ourselves?í Perhaps
next time you watch Michael Palin you might also be inspired. But, be
careful, the Lord already has your future in His mind! If this story
touches something inside you, please visit Les Amis’ website (www.les-
amis-bf.org.uk).  Read the charity’s newsletters and you will get a really
good feel for all the work that they undertake, especially how far a little
bit of love and money can reach.

Gillie Nicholls OFS talks to the A&B News Special Correspondent, Peter Burholt, about her Life-changing
Experiences

What Christmas means to me

Christmas is a very special time of the
year for everyone around the world.

Children get really excited to receive the
lovely presents that people have spent 
time and effort, buying and wrapping up.
However, for me, Christmas means so

much more! Instead of receiving all these
amazing gifts we should start to think
about others and give more.
We can do this by donating money to the

charities, opening a door for someone and
even just one small thing will make a huge
difference to others. As we do these
thoughtful things to help others we must
remember and think about Jesus, who
taught us all these wonderful talents.
I will always follow in Jesus’ footsteps,

as he set me a great example and he has led
me on my religious journey. On Christmas
day I take a moment to pray to Jesus and
ask him to help those who are not as grate-
ful as we are and make sure they have this
important time of the year.
We should always remind ourselves that

God gave us his most precious gift, his son
Jesus. 

Lucy,  Age 11

AT LAST THE RUSH which seems to pre-
cede Christmas, however much we try to

avoid getting involved, is ending. We hope this
will mean we can give time to remembering
what really happened at Christmas and continues
to happen in our lives if we let it.
A very special child came into the world and

his coming was for all of us. Every child  com-
ing into the world is also special. A & B NEWS
is proud to celebrate some of these children in
our diocese. So a young lady of 11 years of age
offers her Christmas thoughts below. 
Many grandparents find joy in the future

through their grandchildren. We have reports
from no less that seven schools who made this
link in a very special way by inviting grandpar-
ents to come and see what happens at school –
so very different from when they went to school!
Elsewhere in the paper we offer ways in which
much less fortunate children are made special by
our help. Somewhere there is an idea which you
may be able to make a reality and so let that spe-
cial baby into your life.
May his blessings be with us all this Christmas

Give time to
remembering what

really happened



ATEAM FROM CHURCHES TOGETHER IN WADHURST with the help of Sacred Heart School refused to be daunted
in our efforts to help the refugees from Calais this autumn - despite all the publicity surrounding closure of the camp and

dispersal of the migrants to various centres across France. 
Pope Francis’s call for us to reach out to refugees in this Jubilee Year of Mercy provided an impetus to action and, back in

August, we began seeking out volunteers to help organize collections and transport the goods to L’Auberge des Migrants
warehouse near the camp.  We were heartened by the response of many including the kind support of Sacred Heart School
who offered their Harvest food collection and use of their school hall on a Saturday morning for drop off and sorting of items,
the very generous monetary donations which helped both to fund the hire of a van and the purchase of large quantities of much
needed warm jackets and new underwear, two items always high on the list of current needs.  
We experienced a few tricky moments when the camp closed and the warehouse temporarily stopped accepting items; the

list of current needs on their website seemed to change every few days and it was a job keeping up with them but we prayed
that we would collect what would be helpful.  A few days before our departure date an entire new programme was announced
with plans to act as a central sorting depot for deliveries of goods to camps in Greece and Syria as well as the remaining camp
in Dunkirk and several small ones around Paris. The list of most needed items was now amazingly close to the ones we had
concentrated on! 
Sacred Heart School hall was transformed into a  sorting house on Saturday 5 November and boxes of clearly labelled goods

transported to a parishioner’s garage for storage. Early  the following Saturday 13 November a small team of seven volunteers
set off for Calais, the van packed with around 60 boxes of donations all clearly labelled, including 17 boxes of food from the
school,  many warm blankets and sleeping bags, saucepans, hats, gloves, socks, jackets, underwear and more.  
The volunteers at the warehouse were extremely grateful to find our donations already sorted as the team are very much di-

minished and in need of support. We unloaded the van and carried boxes to designated areas.  The food items went straight to
‘Calais Kitchens’ who continue to prepare meals and make up food parcels for Dunkirk. I noticed that several of our boxes and
nappies were immediately packed into a van bound for the Dunkirk camp, then we were all given jobs working in the different
areas. I started off in the education department, sorting out workbooks and pens etc and later moved onto children’s toys. 
Apparently, after the demolition of the camp, hundreds of children stayed in a container camp and the volunteers were des-

perate to keep them from running off and getting lost, so they tried to occupy them with all the toys, now needing sorting! I
was told the children were currently in special centres awaiting assessment by the Home Office.  Some worked in bedding and
some helped load up hundreds of labelled bags ready to be transported to Greece and Syria very shortly. 
The following day, after a much needed rest and wonderful Mass at St. Pierre in central Calais,we set to work again, some in

bedding and hygiene, some in socks and
kitchen utensils. We hope that our efforts
will have helped in some small way to-
wards welcoming those who have made
hazardous journeys from their homelands
for whatever reasons, including persecu-
tion, violence, war or even the hope which
we all share of trying to improve our lives
both for ourselves and our children. 
Our efforts will not cease here; we hope

next to consider ways of helping those
refugees who are being settled into our
own country

(pictured left are: left to right, William
Kent, Mandy Dunn, Patrick Dunn and

Noel Kent - unloading in Calais, job done).

Story and picture by Clare Kent
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THIS YEAR THE MOTHER TERESA GROUP AT HAILSHAM AND POLEGATE have re-
sponded to an appeal for people to assist with filling shoe boxes for children in Eastern Europe

at Christmas.  
The idea occurred after we had an exhibition in honour of the canonisation of St Teresa of Calcutta

at which we had shown some of the charity work with which we are involved throughout each year.
A prepared shoe box was on display to show what sort of gifts could be included to give to children
in schools, orphanages and hospitals.  
The shoe boxes are first covered with Christmas paper then filled with such items as pens, crayons,

colouring books, notebooks, toy cars, jewellery, sweets, chocolates  as well as useful items such as
soaps, toothpaste and brushes.  
So many people were taken with the idea that we received 46 boxes to .be transported via the Mus-

tard Seed Mission based in Eastbourne.  We are two relatively small parishes in Hailsham and Pole-
gate so we were delighted at the response. 
No doubt 46 children will be pleased to be the recipients of people's generosity. 

Story by Tessa Truman, photo by Deacon John Truman

Love in a Box from Hailsham and Polegate

Sacred Heart Wadhurst works for Refugees

QUESTION – HOW DO YOU MAKE AN EVENT GREAT? An-
swer – put together a Cardinal, an Archbishop, a Bishop, the past

Abbot of Worth, a Provost, Canons and Monsignors, Priests, Deacons, a
choir in full gusto, 400 in the congregation and, not least, the Duke of
Norfolk and his family. The scene was set in Arundel Cathedral on Sun-
day 27 November.
Cardinal Cormac’s diamond jubilee celebrations have, as Bishop

Richard politely put it, gone on for some time. It did not go without no-
tice that the actual anniversary was in October! ‘These occasions have
included events at Westminster, celebrations in Rome with other jubilari-
ans, (see story next month) a private audience with the Pope and 28
members of his family, and his attendance at the opening of a Norwegian
cathedral on behalf of the Pontiff.  But today we welcome him back in
his old stomping ground’ said Bishop Richard at the start of Mass. How-
ever, this was to be his final great event.
Thanking Bishop Richard for his kind words of welcome, Cardinal

Cormac reflected on his years as Bishop of Arundel and Brighton, begin-
ning his story with his first visit to Arundel. ‘As we approached the town
I asked my driver to stop the car. I got out to admire the scene. The castle
and the cathedral were wonderful. Getting back into the car I commented
to him ‘that’s a bit of alright!’ He went on to say that the support and
love he has received, and still receives, from the people of the Diocese
has given him strength during his passage through life.
With Mass concluded, all were invited by the Duke of Norfolk to the

Baron’s Hall at the Castle for a reception and canapes, most ably served
by plentiful staff. Even with the numbers present, the atmosphere was
very special and very personal. Our ‘diamond’ lasted forever. Cardinal
Cormac talked to everyone.
May he continue to receive God’s blessing in his continuing mission.

Yes Cardinal, we all have the date in our diaries for your next jubilee cel-
ebration! 
(Ed – A&B News will carry a fuller story of Cardinal Cormac’s reflec-
tions on his 6o years as a priest in the next edition).

Story by Peter Burholt, picture by Mark Woods

Cardinal Cormac celebrates
his 60 Years as a Priest



6     A&B NEWS  January 2017

The Diocese of Arundel and Brighton
Pastoral Team

Serving the communities of our Diocese

                       The Diocese of Arundel & Brighton Pastoral Team 
                 Serving the communities of our Diocese 

 

Church  Embracing our Mission

   

How to bring our 
parishes from 
Maintenance 

to Mission 

       Pope Francis 
 

Saturday 21 January 2017 
10am - 4pm 

Christian Education Centre (DABCEC) Crawley  
 

 

Guest Speaker: Michael Roche  
(Alpha in a Catholic Context)  

Michael Roche will explore how we can make our parishes 
more responsive to the call of the New Evangelisation.  

suggestions as to how we might change the culture within our Parishes, so 
as to create the right conditions for Evangelisation to take place. 

 
To book and for further information please contact  

(01293) 651157 email david.wills@dabnet.org 
 

The Arundel & Brighton Diocesan Trust is a Registered Charity No 252878 

With Bishop Richard

Globalisation and the Fair Society

Justice & Peace
Assembly 2017

Exploring Themes: 
The Challenge of Laudato
The Principle of the Common Good   

Saturday 28th January 2017
Christian Education Centre (DABCEC)

4 Southgate Drive
Crawley, RH10 6RP
10.00am 4.00pm

To book your place at the assembly please 
contact: Ruth Gerun

e: ruth.gerun@dabnet.org
t: 01293 651164

or: visit www.dabnet.org/courses

Aidan Cantwell
Justice and Peace / Social Action Advisor

aidan.cantwell@dabnet.org

Speakers to include:

Fr Augusto Zampini Davies
Theological Advisor to CAFOD

Jenny Sinclair
Founder and Director: 
Together for the 
Common Good Project

The Diocese of Arundel & Brighton is a Charitable Trust registered No. 252878

Christmas greetings from the Pastoral Team

Some of the Team (l/r) Aidan Cantwell (Justice and Peace/Social Action), Catherine Martindale
(Diologue and Unity, Katherine Bergin (Marraige and Family Life, Deacon Andrew Bayes (Team
Coordinator, Kat Pond (Parish Family Groups Project Officer) Jack Regan Youth), Stephen White
(Intern)
Also in the Team, but not shown: David Wills (Adult Formation), Margaret Fraher (Inclusion),
Catherine Christmas (Liturgy) Rosie Read and Ruth Gerum (support staff).
Deacon Andrew is holding the Pastoral Team Handbook. This gives details of the various courses
available from the team. All the courses can be delivered locally. A copy of the handbook has been
sent to each parish.

Dates for Musicians 2017
Rite of Election

Saturday 4 March Arundel Cathedral, 2.30pm
Rehearsal 12.30pm

Chrism Mass rehearsals (TBA)
Chrism Mass 

Wednesday 12 April Arundel Cathedral 6pm
Rehearsal 4pm

For further details of future events, please see abliturgy.wordpress.com

EVERYONEWELCOME
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THE ANNUAL SOLEMN MASS OF THE ST BARNABAS SOCIETY was held at St
Patrick's Church in London on the Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica, and this

year was cele
brated by Bishop Richard Moth. 
The St Barnabas Society, a registered charity, 

operates in Great Britain and Ireland and exists
to provide pastoral and financial help on behalf
of the whole Catholic community to former
clergy ministers and religious from other
churches, who live in Great Britain and Ireland,
and who have been led by faith and conscience
to come into full communion with the Catholic
Church.
Fr Jonathan Martin gave the homily and ex-

tracts are included below. The Mass was fol-
lowed by a reception and pictured at it are Fr
Jonathan (left) with Fr Richard Biggerstaff, the current Director of The St Barnabas Society -
both priests of Arundel and Brighton.

Annual Solemn Mass of the St Barnabas Society 

Holy Father Greets Fr Stephen Ortiger

FR STEPHEN ORTIGER OF THE RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY AT WORTH ABBEY re-
cently visited Rome to represent A&B at the first International Congress for Episcopal Vicars

and Delegates for Consecrated Life. 
Fr Stephen writes ‘In my ten seconds with the Pope I said ‘I am Father Stephen, from England;

thank you for all that you do for us” and the Pope replied ‘pray for me.’  
A brief but memorable encounter.

Picture © Osservatore Romano Photographic Service.

THE DIOCESE WILL HOST a day on Saturday 11 February 2017 at
DABCEC, Crawley with Catholic Voices on ‘Talking about the Catholic

Faith without Shouting’. A key speaker on the day will be Dr Austen Iver-
eigh, coordinator and co-founder of Catholic Voices who is as well a jour-
nalist and author. His writings include a well-received biography of Pope
Francis, The Great Reformer: Francis and the Making of a Radical Pope. 

For more details see www.dabnet.org/Courses

New Structure for A&B News Announced 
and new Volunteer Editor Appointed

From February 2017 there will be a new structure for A&B News following the retirement of
long time editor, Pauline Groves. An A&B Editorial Board will be formed under the direction
of the Bishop and the Communications Commission. The Communications Officer, Mark
Woods will take on the role of General Manager for the A&B News team with a new Volun-
teer Editor, Harry Robertson who together with other volunteers will take forward production
and publication of the paper each month. 
Please continue to support A&B News by sending in your stories to abnews@dabnet.org

Parish Safeguarding Representatives meet and
attend celebratory Mass with Bishop Richard 

AROUND FIFTY PARISH SAFEGUARDING REPRESENTATIVES and members of our
clergy attended the Friary in Crawley on Saturday 5 November for an update on our work and

to receive an excellent talk from the director of Lifecentre, Chichester, Maggie Ellis, (pictured
below with Philip Wright) on their work with survivors of rape
and sexual abuse. 
Lifecentre provide confidential support for survivors and the
charity was born out of a Christian vision to help those affected
by abuse by unlocking the past, surviving the present and re-
claiming the future. More information about their work and
services can be found at www.lifecentre.uk.com
Bishop Richard celebrated Mass and spoke in his homily

about the important work that is being done in parishes by our
safeguarding representatives and thanked everybody for their efforts.
Of course a light lunch was enjoyed afterwards!
The diocesan safeguarding office can be contacted confidentially by email: safeguarding@dab-

net.org
Story and picture by Philip Wright

Extracts from the Homily of Fr Jonathan Martin on the Feast of the
Dedication of the Lateran Basilica

IWAS NOT A CATHOLIC, the first time I entered the Lateran Basilica.  It was January 1993,I was the curate of Romsey Abbey, and I was in Rome with two other Anglican clerics and
Canon Tony Churchill, now the episcopal vicar for ecumenical affairs in the Diocese of Arundel
and Brighton.
Tony, I remember, was a marvelous guide.  He knows and loves the Eternal City well.  He

showed us the sights that dazzle;  he introduced us to all sorts of characters whose lives were
tied up in the life of the Church.  For him, doors were opened, drinks poured, and a good time
was had by us all.
But Tony was a great guide, also, in terms of helping each of us to discern our future.  Be-

cause each of us, you see, was, at that time, meeting with him, independently, to re-think our re-
lationship with the Catholic Church.  And Tony was the best of guides – listening, and offering
wise counsel;  encouraging, but never pushy;  realistic, prayerful, human.
When we touched down at Fiumicino on New Year’s Eve 1992, I would say that I was not

convinced (at that stage) that I needed to become a Catholic.  When I flew back to England on
the old feast of the Epiphany, I knew that I had to become a Catholic.  I can even tell you the
moment at which I came to that realization, and the place at which I first articulated that deci-
sion.
The defining moment for me was the Mass on New Year’s Day 1993, celebrated at the Papal

Altar in St Peter’s, by Pope (now Saint) John Paul II.  It was a pretty chaotic Mass, I seem to re-
call;  and chaotic precisely in those liturgical areas which mattered to me.  The music was not
all that it might have been.  The choreography was a bit hit-and-miss.  But here in the midst of
it all was Peter’s successor, celebrating Mass over the tomb of the first Bishop of Rome, and I
knew then, precisely then, that I had to be in full communion with this man;  or rather, in full
communion with whoever filled this office and occupied the chair of Peter.  And so it was that,
on the steps of that Basilica, immediately after that Mass, on January the first, 1993, I found
myself (somewhat to my surprise) turning to my friends and saying “I have to be in communion
with this”.
...It was eleven months between that significant New Year’s Day and my reception into the
Church.  I never went back on my decision in that time, but, even to this day, I wonder at the
surprise of that grace that prompted my to articulate my mind even before I’d really begun to
think (in practical terms) of the consequences of seeing through such a decision.
I shall, therefore, always be grateful to Tony, and to the many, many other people who helped

me in those months, both spiritually and practically, to take a deep breath and join the Church.
This is why we need the St Barnabas (Convert’s Aid) Society;  so that others may be helped to
find their place in God’s building, built upon the Rock, and continually aligned upon the foun-
dation of Jesus Christ, by the Bishop to whose Cathedral we look today.
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JOE WALSH TOURS
PILGRIMAGES

»  Direct  from various airports in the UK
»   with professional guides 
» 
»  Top quality 
»

»   in ,         

»   to assist your tours
»  Fully  travel operation for        

WE OFFER  

LOURDES 
22 MAY  |  5 NIGHTS  

27 MAY  |  6 NIGHTS  

£689ppfrom
£

DAILY BREAKFAST, LUNCH 
& DINNER 

LONDON:  0203 4680617  |  CARDIFF:  0292 0003865  
www.joewalshtours.co.uk  |  info@joewalshtours.co.uk   
Bonded & Licensed by the Civil Aviation Authority in the UK  |  ATOL 5163  |  ABTOT 5332

£779ppfrom
£

Church Mice...
Wasps in the West End, Pigeons over the Pulpit,

Ants in the Aisles, Squirrels in the Sanctuary,
Rats in the Rectory, Cockroaches in the Crypt

Rooms available at
“St Anne’s 

Residential Care
Home”

92 Mill Road, Burgess Hill, West Sussex 

Beautiful location, excellent care,
close to town centre and amenities.

Mass twice a week & evening prayers. 
All denominations welcome.

Not suitable for dementia residents.
Please contact Lisa Payne on

01444 – 233179

CAFOD A&B   tel:01483 898866, email arundelandbrighton@cafod.org.uk

BISHOP’S DIARY
DECEMBER/JANUARY

NOTICE BOARD

Make a New Year's resolution worth keeping! 
HAVE YOU MADE your New Year's resolutions yet? Will they be the same as last year (and

every year!) - more exercise, less television etc ? Why not make volunteering for CAFOD a
resolution this year?  Guaranteed calorie-free and not injurious to your health, volunteering for
CAFOD comes in many forms. 
CAFOD Arundel and Brighton need people to work in schools helping children and young

people to learn about global poverty, people to help in parishes raising awareness and promoting
the Fast Days, people to contact their MPs on issues of importance and people to help out in our
Wonersh office. None of the work is too time-consuming or difficult and we provide support, re-
sources and training where needed. Volunteers are vital to the work of CAFOD and help us to
build a world free from poverty and injustice.  So make volunteering for CAFOD a New Year's
resolution that you can keep and will help those less fortunate than ourselves.
We really need parish volunteers in the Eastbourne and Brighton Deaneries so for more infor-

mation please contact Martin or Jo at the Arundel and Brighton Volunteer Centre on 01483
898866 or email arundelandbrighton@cafod.org.uk

Story: Ian Hamilton CAFOD media volunteer

OBITUARY
FR SEAMUS STAPLETON was a native of

Tipperary. Fr Seamus  came to be our parish
priest at St Mary Star-of-the-Sea, Hastings in
August 2012.

In his all too brief time with us he has left a
legacy that is both spiritual and temporal. His
enthusiasm for restoring the beauty of the
church was matched only by his encouragement
of the congregation to deepen their knowledge
and love of God through a life centred on
prayer, through daily adoration of Jesus present
in the Blessed Sacrament, the daily recitation of
the prayer of the Church, the fostering of a
deeper devotion to Our Lady through the pray-
ing of the Rosary.
He was passionate about the building over

which he now had charge and did so much to
restore it to its former glory, both outside and
in. An instantly recognisable figure along the
High Street he made many friends and acquain-
tances during his daily walk along the seafront
as he took the sea air. Since his sudden depar-
ture from us so many people have commented
how much they appreciated his bone-dry sense
of humour and the sudden flash of his winning
smile. He was so very happy to have been given
charge his first parish here in Hastings and he
took the Old Town with all its unique flavour
and quirkiness very much to his heart.
He formed a strong association with Sacred

Heart School and was a regular visitor to St
Richard’s Catholic College in Bexhill. Both
schools offered their own personal and moving
tributes during his Requiem Mass.
His love for the poor and marginalised of the

town was realised through his welcoming of the
Snowflake Night Shelter into the church hall
one evening per week during the cold winter
months.
Fr Seamus was a disarming mix of someone

who on the face of it was quite shy and yet at
the same time loved people and enjoyed being
sociable. His circle of friends extended well be-
yond those of his immediate flock.
It was my very great privilege to serve with Fr

Seamus as his deacon over the last 3 months
since my ordination and he was always so en-
couraging to me during my formation and as a
fledgling minister of the Catholic Church. May
God grant him eternal rest.

Rev Duncan Brown
Our picture shows Fr Seamus (centre) with
BIshop Richard and Deacon Duncan 

NEPAL’S MISSING WOMEN
Every year, around 15,000 women go missing in Nepal, many of
whom are trafficked into the sex trade - and most are never seen
again.  As part of its Show You Care campaign, Traidcraft is high-
lighting how partner organisations like Get Paper Industries (GPI),
which produces environmentally friendly hand made paper and
felt products, not only pays a fair wage but offers vital protection
for vulnerable women and girls. As well as employing more than 500 women, its charity arm
works to create a safety network for educating girls and young women on the dangers of human
trafficking.  Buying from Traidcraft helps support the incredible work being done by organisa-
tions like GPI.

FAIRTRADE FOUNDATION
There ís a great deal of comment and information on the Foundation’s website: 
www.fairtrade.org.uk.  There ís the response to BBC Panorama programme The
refugees who make our clothes, often paid very little, working in harsh conditions
and having no rights.  About cocoa sustainability, the Foundation has announced a
new global partnership to support the roll out of Cocoa Life to Cadbury brands, driv-
ing greater scale and impact for cocoa farmers and their communities.
2017, 23rd Fairtrade Fortnight, 27 February to 12 March - Take A Break - details on the web!

MASS FOR THE DEAF
Saturday 7 January The Epiphany
1pm at St John the Evangelist 

Springfield Road, Horsham
RH12 2PJ

Monday 12                         8.30am  Meetings, High Oaks
7.00pm  Mass, St Michael and St George Cathedral, Aldershot

Tuesday 13                                        Pastoral Team Formation Meeting, DABCEC
Wednesday 14                   10.00am  Meeting, High Oaks
Thursday 15                      11.00am   Episcopal Council Meeting, High Oaks

3.30pm  Visit to St John’s Seminary, Wonersh
Friday 16                             3.00pm  Carol Service at HMP Highdown
Tuesday 20                         12 Noon  Mass for Diocesan Staff, DABCEC
Wednesday 21                    10.00am   Meeting, High Oaks

5.00pm  St Mary’s University, Twickenham
Saturday 24                        11.00pm   Carols and Midnight Mass, Arundel Cathedral
Sunday 25                            9.30am  Mass at HMP Send
Friday 30                             5.00pm  40 Years Celebration Mass for the building of the Holy 

Family Church, Addlestone     

JANUARY 2017

Tuesday 3                           4.00pm  Vocations Meeting, Arundel Cathedral
Wednesday 4                      2.00pm Visits Sisters of The Monastery of the Visitation, 

Waldron, Heathfield.
Saturday 7 - Sunday 8                      Visitation to Weybridge parish                                                   

Thursday 12                       10.00am Visits HMP Coldingley
2.00pm  Visit to Stonepillow, Chichester

Saturday 14 - Sunday 15                    Visitation to Newhaven/Peacehaven parishes
Monday 16 - Tuesday 17                    Leads Retreat at St Cuthmanís, Coolham
Wednesday 18 - Thursday 19            Southern Province Meeting, London
Friday 20                             11.00am Episcopal Council Meeting, High Oaks
Saturday 21                           6.30pm   Lectio Divina Evening, St Johnís Seminary, Wonersh
Sunday 22                                            Visitation to Banstead parish
Monday 23 - Tuesday 24                     Diocesan Trustees’ Meeting, St Cuthman’s, Coolham
Tuesday 24                            8.00pm  Inducton Mass for Mgr. Richard Madders, St John’s,

Tadworth
Wednesday 25                 11.00am      Mass with the Daughters of the Holy Cross, Haselmere
Thursday 26                       4.00pm     Governors’ Meeting, St Mary’s University, 

Twickenham
Friday 27                            7.00pm     Enrolment for Confirmation Candidates, St Peter’s.  

Shoreham
Saturday 28                        10.00am   Justice and Peace Assembly, DABCEC

6.30pm  Lectio Divina Evening, St Joseph’s, Redhill
Sunday 29                                          Visitation to Henfield parish
Monday 30                         12 Noon  Retired Priests’ Lunch, High Oaks
Tuesday 31 - Wednesday 1               Bishops’ Conference Joint Meeting with Anglican 

Bishops St Chad’s, Birmingham

Correction
In last month’s Clergy moves we reported that
Fr Stephen Hardaker was to be parish priest of

Godalming.  This is no longer the case.
As we go to press, he is awaiting another

appointment

SVP Caravan in Bognor

THE SVP in Arundel & Brighton supports
deserving families with a break during

school holidays. To assist in covering running
costs, they are offering parishioners the op-
portunity to enjoy a week outside of the
school holidays for the reasonable cost of
£250 from April to October. The accommoda-
tion offers: a 3 bedroom, 6 berth caravan.
Please check the facilities on the website or
Riverside Caravan Park: 
www.rivcentre.co.uk. Enquires to your local
SVP Member or contact: Laurence Kelly 077
88963909, or Ray Hingerton 077 6701 3629.



To book a marriage preparation
course or for a local appointment
with a relationship counsellor

call 0800 389 3801 or visit
www.marriagecare.org.uk

For healthy
couple relationships
– and support
when they are not
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TTRRAAVVEELL IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE
arranged for readers of The A & B News

AANNNNUUAALL TTRRAAVVEELL
IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE

AVAILABLE TO ANYONE UP TO
85 YEARS OF AGE.

MOST PRE-EXISTING MEDICAL
CONDITIONS ACCEPTED

TTOOPP QQUUAALLIITTYY CCOOVVEERR 
With a 24 hour helpline and an

air ambulance get-you-home service.
Mention this advert to get a Special A & B
News discount. Don’t forget we can also

sell SINGLE-TRIP COVER, with no
maximum age limit and up to £20,000

cancellation cover per couple.

CALL FOR DETAILS AND PRICES

0116 272
0500

Real people - not
machines!

FT
Travel

Insurance

Car Hire

Authorised and
regulated by the FCA

100mm x 2 to fill

A Curious Monument 
In a little courtyard to one side of St Mary Major’s basil-
ica in Rome is a stone cross, perhaps 10 feet high. Noth-
ing unusual about that, perhaps, until you look more
closely. The vertical arm of the cross is in the form of an
old cannon. The story is that when King Henri IV of
France decided to return to the Catholic Church in 1593,
the Pope of the time was less than gracious, setting up an
inscription to commemorate his ‘absolution’ from his er-
rant ways. The King felt insulted, so a French prelate re-
taliated by manufacturing this most military of crosses.
Beneath it he too wrote an inscription, the motto of the
first Christian Emperor, Constantine: ‘In this sign I have
my victory.’  The ambiguity was deliberate:  If the cross
doesn’t work, there is always the gun. 

In Which Sign Do We Have Our Victory?
That ambiguity has hung over the Church for the last 1700 years and it
challenges us in a new way today. Firstly, because of the sheer power of
modern weapons, which no longer lob small lumps of rock across a few
hundred yards, but can carry the destruction of whole cities in one war-
head a quarter of the way around the world in minutes.  Secondly, because
of the number of armed conflicts played out in these first decades of the
Third Millennium. Pope Francis has called it, ‘A Third World War in 
instalments.’  Think Syria, Iraq, Yemen, Afghanistan, Libya, South 
Sudan, the Ukraine ...
Alarm at this proliferation of violence has provoked the Holy Father to
call, in his message for World Peace Day for a new style of politics aimed
at building peace and for a new way of conducting international relations -
with Non-Violence as its central tenet. It ought to be obvious that violence
cannot heal the wounds caused by violence, and that crushing our oppo-
nents by military might will never bring true reconciliation.  Yet we seem
to have difficulty in grasping that truth. Our theologians and ethicists have
laudibly devoted their energies to assessing when warfare is not legitimate
(when other means of conflict resolution have not been exhausted;  when
those who declare war do not have the authority to do so; when the immu-
nity of non-combatants is not safeguarded; when the evil caused is not 
balanced by achievement of a far greater good;  when there is no prospect 

Becoming Prophets of a Just Peace
Sunday January 15 is World Peace Day

Fr Rob Esdaile, Parish Priest of Our Lady of Lourdes, Thames Ditton, Surrey writes:

of success, etc.).  But that has left us with the illusion
that there could be a just war, an okay war;  even a good
or necessary or holy war, a war which does God’s will.

War No More
God is love.  That is the fundamental Gospel message.
And Jesus demonstrably refused to hate his enemies, to
retaliate or to seek their destruction.  For 300 years
nearly all Christians took these two truths for granted,
until Constantine lifted the Church out of persecution
and set it on the road to power.  And then the cross grad-
ually took on the shape of a weapon in many people’s
eyes - believers and unbelievers alike.
Today the Church is no longer needed by secular power
as a prop. That frees us to articulate a different vision;
no longer as guardians of a ‘Just War’ but as prophets of

a ‘Just Peace’. That requires, firstly, our own conversion of heart - letting
our basic responses be refashioned by Christ.  Next it means reaching be-
yond the rhetoric of conflict to try to hear the real hopes and fears of our
opponents and to identify what we have in common.  Then initiatives to
promote dialogue must follow, together with measures which can ‘de-esca-
late’ tensions and resolve disputes, learning both from recent conflict reso-
lution processes and from our own Christian tradition of peacemaking.
And through all of this must run an effort to articulate a vision of the sort
of people we want to be and the sort of world we wish to create:  How can
we make it easier to live together in harmony?  
The vision is a radical one.  It really does constitute a new style of politics,
as Pope Francis has said.  The transformation won’t be easy.  But it ís the
only path which offers hope to our divided world.  Fortunately, we don’t
need to make that journey alone. There are many others already committed
to this new way, in organisations such as the international Catholic Peace
Movement, Pax Christi [1], groups which have already developed training
and techniques for those who dare to believe that another way is possible
besides preparation for war.  But our greatest resource is the message and
example of Jesus, calling us to love our enemies and to walk the way of
peace together.  In that sign we have our victory.

[1] Contact www.paxchrist.org.uk or write to Pax Christi, Christian Peace Education Centre, 
St Joseph’s, Watford Way, Hendon, London NW4 4TY (UK) / 020 8203 4884 / E-mail: info@paxchristi.org.uk

Holy Doors are closed

VMM INTERNATIONAL’S short-term vol-
unteering programme for 2016/17 is the

opportunity to spend three to six weeks in
Africa in a placement tailored to suit both the
individual applicant and the community they
work in.
For three young people who participated in last
summer’s programme of activities in Uganda,
Malawi and Ghana, the experience of interna-
tional development work proved both unforget-
table and key to their own personal growth.
This is what they had to say about their ‘life-
changing’ adventure:
Joanne Mulligan, 26, Dublin – teaching assistant in Uganda
‘I jumped at the chance when the short-term volunteering opportunity arose as I had been eager to 
experience development in Africa first hand. This first trip definitely stirred a desire within me to
travel and explore more of Africa while working in development. Uganda is only the beginning!
‘The experience was incredible and I’m actually annoyed with myself that I hadn’t done something
like this sooner. I’d thought about it a few times in college but I’d backed out because I was nerv-
ous or scared.
‘Yes, there were some tough times but the whole experience was great. I had visions of not being
able to eat, yet the food was amazing. I would honestly say to anybody who’s thinking about doing
it, ‘definitely do it’. It honestly was a life-changing experience.’
Louise Dobinson, 19, Darlington – teaching assistant in Uganda
“It’s helped me decide what career path I’d like to go down: that I’d like to be a teacher and go into
education.
“I’d always wanted to travel and this seemed like the perfect opportunity to learn about a new cul-
ture as well as changing the way children learn. I had never been to Africa but everyone was just so
friendly and welcoming – the staff at the school, the children, the locals, our hosts. I couldn’t have
asked to meet better people.’
Phoebe Pennington, 19, Liverpool – teaching assistant in Uganda
‘My main reason for volunteering was that I’d been to Africa before, but I wanted to gain more ex-
perience and more of an insight. So I volunteered with VMM in two primary schools.
‘In one school we facilitated outdoor PE sessions and in the other helped with informal English
sessions to boost the children’s English. Education is key but it’s easy to take for granted. Yet these
children, with the most basic education available, appreciated it so much. Education was taken
super seriously.
‘As I plan to study education and international development at university, this placement gave me a
great opportunity to gain first-hand experience of development work in the area of primary 
education.’
For more Information  contact: Patrick Harte VMM England & Wales
Liverpool Hope University Hope Park, Liverpool L16 9JD: +44 0151 291 3438
www.vmminternational.org 

Fr Con Foley, parish priest, with a visitor, after
the door was closed.

Picture; Peter Clapham

THE DOORS at Mayfield School and at Our
Lady of Consolation, West Grinstead were

also closed on Sunday 13 November, the week
before Pope Francis closed the Door at St
Peter’s Basilica in Rome.

You know what we did last summer?
£38

£75

at Webybridge

at Mayfield
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FROM THE PARISHES

ARUNDEL 
THE OLD SAYING ‘When one door closes an-
other door opens' seems to be particularly apt at
the present time in Arundel parish. 
No sooner was the Holy Door of Mercy firmly
shut with a loud bang by Bishop Richard on
Sunday, than we were plunged into new open-
ings.
We  have spent several weeks buying and col-
lecting suitable items to fill  each individual
Love in a Box. Young and old have spent time
and effort imagining what a young person in a
deprived part of Europe would love to have for
Christmas, especially if this is the only gift they
will open at Christmas.
At the same time others were busy collecting

items of clothing for the men in our local Ford
prison hoping for new beginnings on the other
side of the door.

Hilary Caws

CATERHAM
ON SUNDAY 20 November the parish held its
Christmas Market in the Centenary Hall, ex-
tremely well organised by Biddy Lovat, ably as-
sisted by many helpers and very well attended
by the parishioners and friends. There was a
wonderful display of goodies and a great buzz of
excitement from the children. The proceeds from
the market will be divided between CAFOD,
SVP and the parish.
And on a lovely autumnal Sunday in October a
group of parishioners gathered at Woldingham
School for a day's retreat led by Sr Sheila
Moloney. She challenged them with the ‘Works
of Mercy’, with anecdotes from her work as hos-
pital chaplain, noting that the Year of Mercy was
nearly finished, and she said that God's love and
mercy for us flawed individuals is  constant and
overflowing. The day was an enhancing and af-

firming experience, brought to life by Sr Sheila’s
direct but humorous and spiritual approach. The
retreat ended with Mass celebrated by Fr David
Stanley.

Peter Patterson

EASTBOURNE
Christ the King, The Holy Rood

and St Joachim
TWO MEMORIAL services were held in No-
vember, one to honour the memory of those who
have died in wars and another to pray for our de-
ceased relatives and friends. At the latter service
we were able to bring forward photographs of
those for whom we wished to pray. This, com-
bined with the music, the readings and silences
helped to make it a very moving occasion.
On 12 November we welcomed Patcham
Silver Band to Christ The King and an enthusi-
astic audience joined in the singing of Jerusalem
and Land of Hope and Glory to bring the concert
to a rousing finale. Particularly gratifying is the
fact that the concert raised over £800 to support
the work of CAFOD in bringing relief to the vic-
tims of the recent hurricane in Haiti. (See page
5)
A message from the Sisters of Mercy hospital
in Mutomo, Kenya, thanked our parish for a
substantial donation which has assisted in pay-
ment of the medicines bill at the hospital.
Councillor Michael Ensor, Chairman of East
Sussex County Council and an active member of
the Street Pastors team in Bexhill and Hastings,
gave an interesting and informative talk on their
work to the Newman Association meeting in
November.

John Carmody

EAST PRESTON with ANGMERING
DURING THE WEEKEND of October 15/16
whilst Fr David Rea was away, we were pleased
to welcome Fr Joseph Cummins, a Missionary
`White Father` in Burkina Faso as our celebrant
and preacher. His vivid description of life in that
part of the world and the difficulties in providing
sufficient priests for regular celebrations of the
Mass clearly helped to swell the final collection.
A total of £949.13 has been forwarded to this
Missionary Society. (See feature page 4)
An ecumenical Healing Service was  held at
Our Lady Star of the Sea Church in East Preston
on Sunday 23 October with the theme `I am with
you always`. As usual, this service which has
been held annually since 2003, was well

attended by members of the Churches involved.
The parish hopes to host a further service early
in the New year with the date yet to be con-
firmed.

Deacon Allan Veness

WEYBRIDGE
CHRIST THE PRINCE OF PEACE, Weybridge,
has had the privilege of hosting one of the Holy
Doors in the Diocese during the year of Mercy.
The door was formally closed on  13 November.
(See picture on page 9).
On the feast of Christ the King there was a
special Mass with an international liturgy (and
of course an international lunch!) to celebrate
the year. Hosting the Holy Door has been a great
joy. We have welcomed literally hundreds of pil-
grims throughout the year, some by the coach
load, others on a personal mission. Most have
travelled within our diocese, but other groups
have come from further afield. And of course,
the many funerals, weddings and baptisms dur-
ing the year have had the special blessing of
passing through the Holy Door.
It’s not all been passive - during the Summer,
a devoted group of parishioners led by our own
Fr Con Foley walked on pilgrimage from our
own door to that at the cathedral in Arundel via
the one at West Grinstead; very good for the soul
if a little tough on the feet. We pray that the
many indulgences and blessings received during
the year will endure long into the future.

Peter Clapham

To aLL oUr CorresPonDenTs
ITEMS  for the February 2017 issue must
reach the Editorial Office at Crawley by
10am onmonday 9 January 2017 and for
the march 2017 issue bymonday 30
January 2017. Contributions may be sent
by e-mail to abnews@dabnet.org and if so
please include a contact telephone
number.
It is helpful to us if Correspondents can
type their contributions, keep them to no
more than 200 words and include a word
count. Original good quality digital
pictures (which must be at least 300dpi) are
very welcome. They should be sent as e-
mail attachments. We regret we are unable
to use photocopies or copies printed direct-
ly from computers. Please tell us that you
have permissions for children’s  photos to
be published.

In Langney: Patcham Silver Band celebrated
their 70th Anniversary in style with their Remembrance
Concert at Christ the King Church. As well as tradi-
tional music, there were tunes from The Beatles, Lloyd
Webber, also the well-known theme from the TV series,
Z Cars, and finally the enduring songs from the Last
Night of the Proms, in which the audience participated

enthusiastically, waving their flags, and ably
led by Guest Singer Margaret Thompsett.
All were held together with verve and
panache by Conductor, James Benka-Coker.
Proceeds from the concert went to CAFOD
towards their work with the people of Haiti.
Pictured are the conductor, James Benka-
Coker, with soloist Margaret Thompsett,
and the band with flags waving.

Story and pictures: Mary Barlow

Top right:Singer Margaret Thompson and
Conductor James Benka-Coker

WORTHING
St Mary of the Angels

THE TOTAL SUM of our Samara's Aid appeal
for winter clothing to be sent to Syria was 137 
boxes which are now on their way to help
clothe refugees for the winter.
A farewell Mass for Mrs Cecilia Lewis was
celebrated on Monday 31 October at 1.30pm.
Mrs Lewis has decided that the time has come
to step down from her responsibilities as head
teacher of St Mary's Primary School. We are
immensely grateful to her for all that she has
done for the school; her selflessness and hard
work have been an inspiration to us and the
pupils.
On Saturday 5 November a group of volun-
teers met and cleaned out the choir loft and
stairs. A lot of furniture was shifted and  the
loft and stairs were cleaned and vacuumed, we
now have a spacious loft ready for use! A team
is now being assembled to clean all the brass
candlesticks and Crucifixes ready for Christ-
mas.
On Monday 14 November five of our young
parishioners were enrolled as candidates for 
Confirmation next year.
The St Raphael's Club for young people ages
8-18 had 21 attend their last meeting on 19
November, religious discussion was followed
by pizza and games. 
The winter night shelter has now started
again on Monday nights, our brilliant team of
volunteers provide a hot meal and beds for the
night for the homeless

Astrid Gibson

CRAWLEY
Christ the Lord (LEP),

Broadfield and Bewbush

ON MISSION SUNDAY our Blue Sash
choir sang beautifully for us.
The following Sunday Fr Chris Dobson
re-commissioned nine of our Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy Communion.
Mgr Tony Barry celebrated our Remem-
brance Sunday Mass, and Matt Colbran and
the Youth choir led our music.
After Mass Katie-George Dunlevy showed
us the gold and silver medals she and her
tandem  cycling partner, Eve McCrystal,
had won at the Paralympic Games in Rio.

Barbara Winstanley

Katie-George Dunlevy
with her mother, Alana

WADHURST
AT THE END OF the Year of Mercy, Sacred
Heart parish has been reaching out to others.
A group, organised by Clare Kent, collected
and delivered large quantities of warm cloth-
ing and food donated by the harvest festival
at Sacred Heart School to Calais (see page
5). 
Sacred Heart School held a coffee morn-
ing, carefully timed to catch dropping off
mum's which, with the help of the staff,
raised £530.
Churches Together in Wadhurst also held a
cake sale in aid of Crisis.
On Remembrance Sunday we prayed for
those who died in the two World Wars. Chil-
dren from Sacred Heart School who had
taken part in the village procession placed a
wreath at the Wadhurst War Memorial and
laid their school banner on the altar during
Mass.
It has been a very busy month, we are be-

ginning to prepare for Christmas. 
Peggy Purslow

and in HorsHam: A quiz arranged by Stephen White in the parish hall of St John the
Evangelist in Horsham on Saturday 29 October for the Climate Coalition Speak Up: Week of Action
raised just over £400 for CAFOD. A short CAFOD film on Climate Change was shown at the start
and later in the quiz some questions were asked on the topic. The attendees are pictured with
Stephen at the front operating the projector. Quiz teams were included from the Grandparents
Group, Teachers, parishioners and several teams of the younger generation. Petitions were signed
and later passed to the Horsham MP Jeremy Quin by Stephen.

Story and picture: David White

Fundraising for CAFOD:

Children of Sacred Heart School laying
their school banner on the altar
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RECENTLY,  YEAR 4 TOWERS GIRLS set sail on the ocean waves. As part of their topic on
Storms and Shipwrecks, based on the Michael Morpurgo’s book, ‘Kensuke’s Kingdom’, we

headed off to Chichester Harbour to experience life at sea. 
The girls were excited when they

arrived at the quay side and saw
what looked like... could it be Stella
(the dog from the novel)? Surely not!
Having boarded our vessel, we soon
began to feel the sea air in our faces
and the energy of the waves beneath.
We exchanged the customary greet-
ing of ‘Ahoy there!’ with other pass-
ing sailors. 
On the lookout for wildlife, we

were lucky enough to see a rare os-
prey perched on a post, but were un-
able to spot any of the seals that
apparently reside in the harbour. 
The girls had a super trip and really

took to sea life, although none
looked too keen to follow Michael

Morpurgo’s character’s example of travelling around the world on a yacht!
Story and picture by Clare Trelfa

Towers Girls Set Sail

ON TUESDAY 1 NOVEMBER, Bishop Richard visited St Francis School to celebrate All
Saints day.  

We started the day with a Mass led by Bishop Richard, assisted by our school 
Chaplain Fr Simon Dray and Dea-
con Andrew Bayes. 
During the visit, Bishop Richard

blessed the children’s mosaic of Our
Lady of Consolation (see picture on
left). This was created by our year 5
and 6 children last summer. 
We also had our new prayer gar-

den blessed.  
After meeting with staff, Bishop
Richard then had a chance to visit
the classes and speak to the chil-
dren. 
We had a fantastic day and felt
very proud to welcome the Bishop
to St Francis. 

Story and pictures by 
Shareen Murphy

Bishop Richard visits St Francis of Assisi School,
Crawley

FOUR PUPILS TOOK PART in a regional semi-final of this year’s Junior
Language Challenge, run by Eurotalk, a national language competition

with over 1,000 entrants.  
To reach the semi-finals they had already learnt Romanian and Korean in

preparation for this round.
After a tense session James won through to the next round - but with one
month to learn Swahili before the national final!

Story and picture by Shelagh Connolly

Cranmore Pupils Shine at Junior Language Challenge

Apostleship of the Sea
Wanted - Ship Visitors

Ship visitors needed in Shoreham, Portsmouth and Southampton.
Interested? Please contact Deacon Roger Stone on 079 6334 5618 or

rogerstone@apostleshipofthesea.org.uk

You can use both sets of clues to solve the puzzle: the solutions are the same. So, if you want to try
the CRYPTIC puzzle, for instance, but are unsure, use the QUICK clues to help you work out the solu-
tion.
Similarly, if you try the QUICK clues, use the CRYPTIC clues to help you prove the solution

COFFEE TIME

CRYPTIC Across

7 Meal in Tel Aviv has, as starters, 
kind of sheep's head eaten raw (6)

8 Teased, heartlessly riled about 
Boys' Brigade (6)

9 Norse spirit detected in Othello, 
King Lear parts (4)

10 After the first half of football, one 
can make a friend, in a tribal sense
(8)

11 Saint's day not ideal for some 
having an all-round tan? (7)

13 Stake composer's new releases
(5)

15 One hit religion (5)
16 He spreads the word, reading mail 

whilst in drink (7)
18 Wise guy gets line in Homeric

translation (8)
19 Peculiar dates; ultimately, 13's 

looking for better (4)
21 Attic Greek at the outset takes 

back land from Rome (6)
22 Long-legged bird a proper medic 

holds firm, turns over (6)

CRYPTIC Down

1 Is one for patience, perhaps (4)
2 Drastic March exercise, posting 

this early? (9,4)

3 It follows a saucy one from you, 
tweeted instead, being
tactless (7)

4 Time accompaniment to curry to a 
split second (5)

5 Just RIP here: abhor Mom
basa's desecration (8,5)

6 In a headlong rush parking, has 
metres of length either side (4-4)

12 Method he has to set field – one in
every direction, randomly (8)

14 Any Père can make
Champagne here (7)

17 Old Scots caught among the 
3.142s? (5)

20 Owing to last of materiel, fight 
mano a mano (4)

QUICK Across

7 Food that fulfils the requirements 
of Jewish dietary law (6)

8 Ridge raised in knitwear: ridiculed 
(6)

9 Norse god of discord and mischief 
(4)

10 In a cultural or honourable way (8)
11 Bishop of Winchester from 852 (7)
13 Gamble (5)
15 Monotheistic religion articulated 

by the Quran (5)
16 Missionary (7)

18 Tradition
ally one of 
the Magi, 
repre
sented as 
a king of 
Nubia (8)

19 Chances; 
advantage 
(4)

21 Tower 
room (6)

22 Black and 
white 
Eurasian 
long-legged wading bird (6)

QUICK Down

1 Napoleon ----, The Man from 
UNCLE (4)

2 season's greeting (9,4)
3 Terse (7)
4 Very short time (5)
5 Place where the 

just repose in death, as 
referenced in Shakespeare's 
Richard III (8,5)

6 With undue hurry and confusion 
(4-4)

12 Adherent of a 
branch of Methodism (8)

14 After Rheims, the main centre of 
Champagne-making (7)

17 Ancient Britons based north of 
Anto nine's Wall in Roman times 
(5)

20 Affaire d'honneur (4)
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SOLUTION

Across:7 Kosher, 8 Ribbed, 9 Loki, 10 So-
cially, 11 Swithun, 13 Wager, 15 Islam, 16
Apostle, 18 Melchior, 19 Odds, 21 Garret,
22 Avocet.
Down:1 Solo, 2 Christmas card, 3
Brusque, 4 Trice, 5 Abraham's bosom, 6
Pell-mell, 12 Wesleyan, 14 Epernay, 17
Picts, 20 Duel.
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“ Blessing is 5. If we do nothing, Blessing  
will be blind for the rest of his life.” 

Dr Aliraki Lisbon, Ophthalmologist at Mengo Hospital, Uganda.
Dear A&B News Reader,

As a fellow Christian, I wanted 
to share with you how incredibly 
powerful it is to witness a child 
seeing for the first time, after 
eye surgery.

As I carry out my work with 
Christian Blind Mission in East 
Africa, I am constantly moved by 
the astonishment and wonder on 
the faces of children when the 
bandages are removed and they get 
their first clear look at their 
smiling loved ones.

Five year old Blessing was born 
with cataracts. He has been 
barely able to see. But his 
doctor said that his sight can 
be restored through a simple 
45-minute procedure.

Just think, in under an hour his 
entire life could be transformed. 
Instead of living with darkness,

frustration and exclusion he could 
have light, colour and a future 
filled with opportunity. He could 
do well at school and find a way 
out of poverty. 

The cataract removal surgery costs 
£95, but his family can barely 
afford even basic necessities, so 
I am turning to you in the hope 
that you can help.

If you could send a gift of £95 
today, you could pay for a child 
like Blessing’s surgery. You 
could open his eyes to the beauty 
of God’s creation. And we’ll send 
you an update on how Blessing’s 
surgery goes.

God bless you,

Laura Gore 
Programme Manager CBM UK

Christian Blind Mission is a huge inspiration to me. It works in more than 60 countries, 
including some of the world’s poorest communities, to restore sight, mobility and 
independence to people living with disability. It’s putting Christ’s love into action for the most 
marginalised people. Will you join Christian Blind Mission by supporting this amazing work?
Diane Louise Jordan

Blessing’s cataracts mean he 
has been living in darkness.

He can hardly see objects 
more than 50cm away.

Your gift could open a child’s 
eyes and transform a life.

“ Open my eyes, that I may see wonderful things.”
- Psalm 119:18
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We like to contact our supporters with updates from the projects we support. 
If you do not want to receive such messages from us in the future, tick here:  

Please return this form to: Freepost Plus RSKK-HXAX-CYGZ, CBM,  
Oakington Business Park, Dry Drayton Road, Oakington, Cambridge CB24 3DQ

We will send you an update on how Blessing’s surgery goes.

Yes, I will give £95 to make a blind 
child see the wonder of God’s creation.
I will give:  £95    My choice amount of: ___________

Title:  First Name:  Surname:   

Address: 

 Postcode:   

If you are a UK taxpayer and if 
you tick the Gift Aid box when 
you make a donation, HMRC 
will add an extra 25p for every 
pound you donate.

 I want to Gift Aid my donation 
and any donations I make in the 
future or have made in the past 4 
years to Christian Blind Mission. I 
am a UK taxpayer and understand 
that if I pay less Income Tax or 
Capitals Gains Tax than the amount 
of Gift Aid claimed on all my 
donations in that tax year it is my 
responsibility to pay any difference.

We will need your name and 
address to claim the additional 
25% of your donation from  
Gift Aid.

Increase the value 
of your gift by 25%

  I enclose a cheque/postal order/CAF voucher made out to CBM or
 Please debit my Visa/Mastercard/Maestro Card/CAF Card 

Card holder’s name: 

Card number:                     Expiry date: M M / Y  Y   

security number:    signature:       Date:   /   /   
3-digit Cardholder’s

Call 01223 484700 to 
make your donation 
today. THANK YOU.

surplus arising on a project, any unspent funds will be used wherever the need is greatest.


