
Parents’ Meeting
Introduction to 
Read Write Inc.



Read Write Inc Phonics

• The Government requires schools to teach 
Early Reading Skills using an approved 
phonics teaching programme.  

• At Potters Gate and St. Andrew’s, we have 
invested in RWI phonics. 

• RWI Phonics is a simple, well structured 
literacy programme which is proven to raise 
standards in literacy rapidly when taught 
with fidelity and commitment. 



Reading changes everything

Research shows that children who learn to 
read quickly go on to succeed in school and in 
life. 

“Teach a child to read and keep that child 
reading and we will change everything.

And I mean everything.”

Jeanette Winterson



Read Write Inc. Phonics

Who is RWI phonics for?

• Children learning to read in YR– Y2

• Older children who need to ‘catch up’

Each half-term, we assess and group our children based 
on their stage or reading (not their reading age). 

This means that all children practise reading at the right 
level. 



RWI at St Cuthbert Mayne

At St Cuthbert Mayne, all children in R/KS1 and 
some children in Year 3 and 4 are taught phonics at 
9am.In reception, the children are taught within their 
class. The rest of the children have been assessed 
and placed in 6 groups.  

By grouping our children in this way, it means our 
children are being taught exactly at their level giving 
them the best chance to succeed. 



Read Write Inc. Phonics daily lessons
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Pin it  on

Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

 Red Ditty Books
 1 Pin it on

 2 Got him

 3 A cat in a pot

 4 Jam

 5 Pick it up

 6 Wuff wuff

 7 Let’s sing

 8 Let’s swim

 9 Cluck

 10 In the mud

Use the Red Ditty Books and  

Get Writing! Red Ditty Books after 

learning Speed Sounds Set 1.

St or y b y Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Pin it  on
Red Dit t y Book 1

837119 PIN IT ON CVR v2.indd   All Pages 05/01/2016   10:28

2

Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

Ho w to  get in  to u ch :

web  www.oxfordprim ary.co.uk

em ail  prim ary.enquiries@oup.com

te l. +44 (0) 1536 452610

 fax  +44 (0) 1865 313472

3

My dog Ned

Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

 Set 1: Green Storybooks
 1 On the bus

 2 My dog Ned

 3 Six fish

 4 The spell

 5 Black Hat Bob

 6 Tug, tug

 7 Chips

 8 The web

 9 Pip’s pizza

 10 Stitch the witch

Use Set 1 Green Storybooks and  

Green Get Writing! Book 1 after 

learning Speed Sounds Set 1.

St or y b y Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

My dog Ned  
Set  1   St or y 2

a   e   i   o   u

837132 MY DOG NED CVR.indd   All Pages 05/01/2016   16:10
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Billy t he Kid

Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

 Set 2: Purple Storybooks
 1 Ken’s cap

 2 A bad fox

 3 Big Blob and Baby Blob

 4 Tim and Tom

 5 Tag

 6 Elvis

 7 Flip Frog and the bug

 8 Red Ken

 9 Billy the Kid

 10 In the bath

Use Set 2 Purple Storybooks and  

Purple Get Writing! Book 2 after 

learning Speed Sounds Set 1.

St or y b y Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Billy t he Kid
Set  2    St or y 9

a   e   i   o   u

837158 BILLY THE KID CVR.indd   All Pages 11/01/2016   15:54
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Scruf fy Ted

Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

 Set 3: Pink Storybooks
 1 Scruffy Ted

 2 Tab the cat

 3 In the sun

 4 The dressing up box

 5 Tab’s kitten

 6 Sanjay stays in bed

 7 The greedy green gremlin

 8 In the night

 9 Snow

 10 So cool!

Use Set 3 Pink Storybooks and  

Pink Get Writing! Book 3 after  

learning Speed Sounds Sets 1 and 2.

St or y b y Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Scruf fy Ted
Set  3   St or y 1

v e   n g   n k   t t   l l   f f   c k

837169 SCRUFFY TED CVR.indd   All Pages 11/01/2016   15:51
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Pla yda y
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 Set 4: Orange Storybooks
 1 Playday

 2 I think I want to be a bee

 3 A bad fright

 4 Follow me!

 5 Too much!

 6 A good cook?

 7 Come on, Margo!

 8 My sort of horse

 9 Haircuts

 10 My best shirt

 11 Look out!

 12 Hunt the tortoise

Use Set 4 Orange Storybooks and  

Orange Get Writing! Book 4 after 

learning Speed Sounds Sets 1 and 2.

St or y b y Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Pla yda y  
Set  4    St or y 1

a y

837188 PLAYDAY CVR.indd   All Pages 04/01/2016   11:12
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Ba rker

Phon icsRea d  Wr ite  In c

 Set 6: Blue Storybooks
 1 Barker

 2 The poor goose

 3 Hairy fairy

 4 King of the birds

 5 Our house

 6 The jar of oil

 7 Jade’s party

 8 Jellybean

 9 A box full of light

 10 The hole in the hill

Use Set 6 Blue Storybooks and  

Blue Get Writing! Book 6 after 

learning Speed Sounds  

Sets 1, 2 and 3.

St or y b y Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

Ba rker   
Set  6    St or y 1

a r

837214 BARKER CVR.indd   All Pages 04/01/2016   10:09
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St or y b y Gi l l  Mu n t on

Il l u st r a t ed  by Tim  Ar ch bold

Ser ies d ev elop ed  b y Ru t h  Misk in

A ery da ngerous 
dinosa ur   
Set  7   St or y 12

o u s   c i o u s   t i o u s

A ery da ngerous 
dinosa ur

 Set 7: Grey Storybooks
 1 Rex to the rescue

 2 The lion’s paw

 3 I dare you

 4 Looking after a hamster

 5 How silly!

 6 Wailing Winny’s car boot sale

 7 Toad

 8 Andrew

 9 Dear Vampire

 10 Vulture culture

 11 A celebration on planet Zox

 12 A very dangerous dinosaur

 13 The invisible clothes

Use Set 7 Grey Storybooks and  

Grey Get Writing! Book 7 after 

learning Speed Sounds Set 1, 2, 3.

837237 Dangerous dinosaur CVR.indd   All Pages 04/01/2016   14:23



What is phonics?

Sounds

All words are made up of individual sounds. 
These sounds are merged together to form 
words. 

e.g. in ‘mat’ we have the sounds ‘m’ ‘a’ ‘t

in ‘ship’ we have the sounds ‘sh’ ‘i’ ‘p’

Graphemes

A grapheme is another name for the letters we 
use to write the sound. 



English alphabetic code

• 44 sounds

• 26 letters

• Over 150+ graphemes (letter combinations)

In English, we have more than 150 ways to 
represent 44 sounds using the 26 letters in the 
alphabet. 

This makes our language one of the most 
complex alphabetic codes in the world.



Speed Sounds Set 1 and Set 2



Pure Sounds (ruthmiskin.com)



Now its your turn!

AP doing cards with parents 



Speed Sounds Set 3



Set 1 Sounds

In RWI, connections are made for the 
children in the teaching of Set 1 Sounds.  

The shape of each letter has been 
changed into a picture that is the same 
shape as the letter. This is called a 
pictogram. This helps children hold onto 
the connection.

m looks like two mountains.

s looks like a snake.

a looks like an apple.

d looks like a dinosaur.



Lets watch a speed sound lesson

Set 1 Reading M 



Set 2 and 3 Sounds 

Set 2 sounds

We teach the children to read the long vowel 
sounds and to read and spell words containing 
those vowels. 

We use a brief story and Fred to help the 
children connect to the sounds. 

Set 3 Sounds

We teach children different ways to read and 
spell the Set 2 vowel sounds. We say, ‘same 
sound, different spelling.’

Again, we use a brief story and Fred to help the 
children connect to the sounds. 

We only teach the common graphemes.  



Sounds + blending = reading 

+



Fred



Fred Talk routine

1. Say the word in sounds as Fred e.g. c-a-t.

2. Ask your child to repeat. Can they ‘jump-in’ 
with the whole word?

3. Say the word in sounds followed by the 
whole word e.g. c-a-t, cat

4. Ask your child to repeat



Fred games and Fred talk throughout the day

Shall we have some

What would you like to

Let’s put on your

l-u-n-ch?

p-l-ay?

c-oa-t.



Lets watch a Fred Talk session

Watch Fred Talk M video 



Reading with Fred Talk



Teach spelling using Fred Fingers



What can I do at home?

1. Speak like Fred throughout the day

2. Play Fred games

3. Use ‘Fred Talk, read the word’ to read words



Set 1 sounds including special friends

When the children can blend single 
letter sounds, they move onto Ditties. 

Ditties are short, phonically 
decodable passages based on the 
letter sounds learned in Speed 
Sounds Set 1. 

We send home ditty sheets to be 
read at home. 



Ditty sheets

Speed sounds

Ask your child to ‘teach’ you the speed 
sounds. They say ‘a’ and you repeat 
etc. 

Green words

Your child reads the green words to you 
by using Fred Talk and blending the 
sounds together. 

Red words

These are tricky words that can’t be 
decoded phonetically. Tell your child the 
word if they are stuck. 

Ditty

Ask your child to read the ditty to you. 
Encourage them to read it again and 
again to increase fluency and accuracy.



RWI Story Books
Once the children can read and blend sounds in Set 1, they move 
onto the RWI Story Books. 

These books have been carefully written so that they contain only 
the sounds that the children have been taught.

Each Story Book lesson consists:
• 10 minutes speed sound lesson focussing on one sound
• 35 minutes focussing on the Story Book. We teach the sounds, 

green and red words from the story before the children read to 
give them the best chance of being successful. Each Story book 
is taught over five days to include multiple readings by the 
children.  

RWI phonics programme includes a writing element. We do not use 
this as we prefer to teach our own writing lessons based on high-
quality and engaging texts. 



When the children know the Set 1 
sounds, they read these books. 



When the children know the Set 2 
sounds, they read these books. 



When the children know Set 2 sounds, 
they read these books. 



RWI Storybooks read three times

Accuracy

Fluency

Comprehension

Read Book Bag Book at home



‘Special Friends’, ‘Fred Talk’, read the word



Book Bag Books

• The children’s reading practice at home.

• Please record when you listen to your child read 

their Book Bag Book in their reading record. 

• Reinforce children's learning of phonics at the 

appropriate level.

• Helps to make even faster progress in reading.



What can you do?

• Listen to your child read the Book Bag Book 
again and again 

• Encourage them to use ’Special Friends’, 
‘Fred Talk’, ‘read the word’

• Discuss the story and encourage their 
storyteller voice.



Red Words



Beyond RWI phonics

Each half-term, we assess all children who are 
being taught phonics. 

If a child assess beyond the RWI programme, 
they move into a group which focuses on 
comprehension skills. 



Which books will children bring home?

+
RWI Book Bag 

book at your 

child’s level. 

Handed out every 

Friday. 

Sharing Book 



One-to-one tutoring – ‘keep up, not catch up!’



Free Video Tutorials (ruthmiskin.com)



What can I do?

1. Use pure sounds, not letter names

2. Use Fred Talk to read and spell words

3. Listen to your child read their Book bag 
book every day

4. Read stories to your child every day



Online resources available

Ruth Miskin Parents’ Page:

http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents/

Ruth Miskin Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/miskin.education

Free e-books for home reading:

http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Reading/

http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents/
https://www.facebook.com/miskin.education
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Reading/


Reading feeds the imagination, it expands 

horizons and offers new and exciting ways of 

seeing and making sense of our lives and of 

the world around us.
Michael Morpurgo



Any other questions


