
        Newsletter 23 Friday 4th March 2022 

Dear Everyone,  

The highlight of this week has been celebrating the love of reading and books. How lucky we are to 
have access to so many books and opportunities to share and enjoy reading together. So much has 
happened during our Book Week and will continue to happen as a result of all the activities and 
opportunities that the children have had this week. Thanks you to children, parents and staff for 
engaging in dressing up or putting on your pyjamas to celebrate World Book Day 2022. Great fun was 
had by all. More to follow on this in next week’s newsletter.  

A belated ‘Happy St David’s Day’ to Reception St David’s Class who celebrated the feast of St David  
on Tuesday, with a special liturgy and visit from Fr. Alistair.  

This week our liturgical highlight was Ash Wednesday, when we paused, reflected and began the 
season of Lent. Children in Key Stage Two joined the parish for mass, whilst children in EYFS and Key 
Stage Two had their own liturgy for Ash Wednesday where they were asked to consider the circle of 
life. Lent is a time for growing close to God as we make our way towards Easter.  

As a school we have made a Lenten commitment to doing more and being more, rather than giving 
something up. Staff and children are going to take something on as we continue our journey to being 
our best selves. We also continue to think about what we can do to help others and how we can 
work for peace by starting with those closest to us.  

In Lent we will  join Pope Francis’ prayers for all those effected by war and conflict, especially those 
effected by the war in the Ukraine. We will be supporting the work of CAFOD and also the Red Cross 
and for this reason; Friday, 11th March,  will be a fundraising day for both of these charities. Children 
may come to school in their own clothes and parents may wish to make a donation through Scopay 
on this day with money raised going to both charities. We will also join in with the CAFOD National 
Assembly. School Council will also be looking at how we can support the people of Ukraine  further 
and more information will follow on this.  

Thank you for your ongoing support for us. Wishing you all a great weekend.  

God bless,  

Natalie McCarthy  

(Headteacher)  

We continue to pay for peace 
in our selves, our relationships 

and in the world 
 

 



 

 

 

 

Congratulations to all our children 

who are  celebrating their 

birthdays this week. 

 

Emily Reception 

Teddy Y2 

Jack Y3 

Wilfred Y4 

Harriet and Bethany Y5  

Celebrating Achievements  

Each week we celebrate the achievements of all our children 

during our weekly celebration assembly. Please remember to 

bring in any out of school achievements to celebrate in our 

assembly on Friday. Well done to the following children who 

have been their best selves this week. 

Reception  

St David’s  

Class 

Arabella for sharing her kindness and 

creativity with everyone.  

Isabella for fantastic achievement in 

writing.   

Year One  

St Andrew’s 

Class 

Imogen for being a happy and enthu-

siastic learner. 

Lexie for being a peace maker. 

Year Two  

St Patrick’s Class 

William M for his thoughtful and in-

formative contributions to class dis-

cussions.  

Mercy for her fantastic attitude towards 

learning. She always tries her best. 

Year Three  

St George’s Class 

Lottie for perseverance and effort in 

Maths.  

Stefan who is showing more confidence and 

engagement in classroom discussions.  

Year Four  

St Bernadette’s 

Class 

Isabelle for always being ready to 

learn, participating in class discus-

sions and showing kindness in and 

outside of the classroom.  

Hannah for working hard in English and for 

showing happiness throughout the school 

day.  

Year Five  

St Catherine’s 

Class 

Isabella for her enthusiasm and en-

gagement in all learning activities. 

Bethany for consistent effort and    superb 

creativity in her learning. 

Year Six  

St Teresa’s Class 

Reece W for a superb effort in your 

writing this week.  

Eddie for showing kindness to our school 

community.  

Celebrating our school values

happiness

lovekindness
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Keeping children safe online and in the real world 

Each week we ask the children to think of a way of keeping themselves safe using our school Buddy 

mascot which we won through the NSPCC. Buddy sits in the school hall with a Worries and Wishes box 

where children may post their concerns, worries or wishes. Please continue to report any safeguarding 

concerns to Mrs McCarthy (Designated Safeguarding Lead) or Mrs Gosling (Deputy Designated 

Safeguarding Lead). 

Parents may want to check with their child what information they are accessing online and remind them 

to report any concerns to a trusted adult.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Housepoints  

Thank you to our diligent house captains who not only give up some of their break time to collect and calculate the 
house points each week but also have to keep the totals a secret until they are announced in our celebration 
assembly on a Friday.  

Tidy cloakrooms 

Well done to everyone on making our school look so clean and tidy. Each week we have a tidy 
cloakroom competition. Well done to Year 5 St Catherine’s Class who are currently in the lead.   

What should I do if I am worrying 
about war or conflict? Who can I 
speak to?

HOUSE POINTS termly  total

1307 1236

1482 1292

HOUSE POINTS Weekly total

209 189

220 164



  

Children’s mental health and well being  

The advice below has been produced to help adults talk to children about the Ukraine 

but it also useful advice for talking to them about any war or conflict.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reminder: Volunteers: School library  
 
We are still looking for more volunteers. Please contact Mrs McCarthy if you are interested. 

 

Reminder: Thank you for your response to our book request 

Please keep them coming in.  

School library 

Our school library is open for the children to choose books to take home. 
Please can parents ensure that the children look after the books carefully 
and return them to school.  

Times Tables Rockstars 

Well done to all of 
our Times Tables 

Rockstars who are on 
this week’s Hall of 

Fame.  

Your commitment to 
improving your times 
tables knowledge is 

excellent and is 
having impact on the 
fluency of recall and 
application to these 
number facts to all 

areas of maths 
learning.  

A particular well 
done to the 

newcomers to the 
Headlines board! 

 

Reminder: No Lost Property 

Thank you for continuing to label children’s clothing and property.  

Please can we remind parents to continue to label all items as children are not always aware of what 
belongs to them.  

As we do not store lost property in school, all named items are returned to children.  

Reminder: School lunches  

Please can parents order school lunches in good time. It is not possible to order lunches on the day. 
Please can parents also remind children if they are having a packed lunch as they do not always 
remember if they have it in a school bag.  



  

Year 5 learning are sculptors 

Last week, St Catherine’s class were sculptors. They were inspired by the UK animal 

sculptor, Nick Mackman, and have created their own sculptures of rabbits.  

The children had previously sketched their animals, gaining an understanding of the 

shapes they needed to create to form the animals, as well as the lines that can create 

texture of fur. They used newspaper to help construct the shapes of the body and head 

and then built up the features of the rabbit by using clay modelling techniques. We now 

have a fabulous menagerie of beautiful bunnies in school created by our talented 

sculptors.  

 



BUDDY SAYS HI! 

Childline 

0800 1111 

Remember to tell Mrs McCarthy or Mrs Gosling if you are concerned 
about a child at St Cuthbert Mayne.  

Helping children to stay safe online: Parents may wish to access any of the following websites for 
online safety information to support their children with safe internet use: 

Think U know: www.thinkuknow.co.uk Thinkuknow is the education programme from The National Crimes Agency’s Child Ex-
ploitation and online Protection Centre (CEOP).  The website is suitable for children aged 5-16 and has a section for parents/
carers. 

   NSPCC: www.net-aware.org.uk and www.nspcc.org.uk/onlinesafety Resources produced by the NSPCC for parents, including 
Net Aware, a tool which reviews the most popular apps.  They also provide advice on ‘sexting’, online gaming and parental 
controls.  The NSPCC helpline number is 0808 8005002 

 ChildLine: www.childline.org.uk The ChildLine website provides information and advice on a wide range of issues including 
online and offline safety. Advice includes using social media, cyberbullying, online grooming, taking care of your digital foot-
print and mobile phone safety.  The ChildLine helpline is 0800 1111 

 Zipit App: https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/sexting/zipit-app/ Zipit is an 
app designed in conjunction with Childline to help young people decline requests for nudes and inappropriate content. 

https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/sexting/report-nude-image-online/  An-
other app supported by Childline to assist young people in removing nudes from the internet. 

UK Safer Internet Centre: www.saferinternet.org.uk UK Safer Internet Centre provides online safety tips, advice and resources 
to help children and young people stay safe online.  Advice also includes setting up parental controls and what to consider be-
fore buying mobile devices. 

 Childnet: www.childnet.com Childnet has resources, including videos and storybooks, to help you discuss online safety with 
your children. It includes advice on setting up parental controls, cyberbullying and setting up a family agreement for safer in-
ternet use.  It has a parent and carer toolkit. Childnet have produced smart rules for online safety, using Widget symbols; these 
can be displayed near computers as a visual reminder.  They have also produced the STAR SEN Toolkit to explore online safety 
with young people who have special educational needs. 

Internet Matters: www.internetmatters.org Internet Matters provides advice by age group. Advice incudes setting up appropri-
ate controls and filters on a range of devices, cyberbullying, online grooming and self-harm. 

 Parent Info:  Parent Info provides information to parents and carers about a wide range of topics including games, apps and 
tech, health and wellbeing. 

  BBC “Own It” Website and App: www.bbc.com/ownit  and ww.bbc.com/ownit/take-control/own-it-app 

The BBC Own It Website provide advice for parents and carers and aims to help children aged 8-13 “be the boss” of their 
online lives. The website has videos and activities to explore with children and includes an app which can be downloaded (for 
children aged 8+) on children’s devices to help them use technology safely and responsibly. www.childnet.com/resources/step
-up-speak-up/guidance-and-training-for-schools-and-professionals 

  

http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk
http://www.net-aware.org.uk
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/onlinesafety
http://www.childline.org.uk
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/sexting/zipit-app/
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/sexting/report-nude-image-online/
http://www.saferinternet.org.uk
http://www.childnet.com
http://www.internetmatters.org
https://parentinfo.org/
http://www.bbc.com/ownit
https://www.bbc.com/ownit/take-control/own-it-app
http://www.childnet.com/resources/step-up-speak-up/guidance-and-training-for-schools-and-professionals
http://www.childnet.com/resources/step-up-speak-up/guidance-and-training-for-schools-and-professionals


 
Dates for the diary Spring Term 2022 

 
 
March 
1st Teach South East Primary School Taster Day at St Cuthbert Mayne for those considering a career in 

teaching  https://forms.office.com/r/wCb8SzQWx8 

1st Secondary School places September 2022 parents informed  
2nd Ash Wednesday 
3rd World Book Day 
7th – 9th Year 4 Bikeability 
8th Musical Theatre Club for those children already registered 
9th Year 2 St Patrick’s Class Trip to Watt’s Gallery 
10th Year 5 St Catherine’s Class Athletics at Glebelands School 
11th Cafod National Assembly 
11th Lenten fundraising for CAFOD and the Red Cross. Own clothes day.  
14th Reception St David’s Class Trip to Birdworld 
14th-18th STEM Week 
14th Maths morning for International Maths Day 
14th 9am Bookings for Parents Evening open on scopay  
14th Photography competition Science in Nature launch-more details to follow 
15th No Musical Theatre Club 
16th INSET Day School closed for staff training 
17th St Patrick’s Class celebration day 
17th Football Match Y3/Y4 girls 
17th 3.30pm Year 4 Timestables meeting for Y4 parents and children 
21st CAFOD visitor led assembly for children 
21st 2.45pm Year 6 SATS meeting for Y6 parents 
22nd Young Carers Action Day 
22nd Penitential service for Y3,4,5,6 with reconciliation opportunity for Y6 and Y5 
22nd Musical Theatre Club for all those registered 
23rd Reconciliation opportunity for Y4 
23rd Home learning task due 
23rd Open classrooms 
24th Stations of the Cross for children 
25th 9am Parent Forum  
25th Young Carers Little Gems group get together in school  
25th 4pm Booking for Parents Evening Closed on scopay 
29th Musical Theatre Club for all those registered 
29th and 31st online parent teacher consultations 
April 
1st last day of the spring term 12pm finish  

Dates for the diary Summer Term 2022 
April 
19th Start of the Summer Term 
19th Reception starter September 2022 places parents informed  

2021-2022 Term dates – Please click on the link 
2022-2023 Term dates– Please click on the link 

https://forms.office.com/r/wCb8SzQWx8
https://www.stcuthbertmayne.co.uk/uploads/information/Xavier_Term_and_Holiday_dates_2021-22.pdf
https://www.stcuthbertmayne.co.uk/uploads/information/STCMTerm_and_Holiday_dates_2021-22_(1).pdf
file://SCM.net/UserData/TeachingStaff/nmccarthy/Documents/2018-2019

